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Introduction

This booklet is a catalogue of the folktales that the women of this project brought
trom their countries and cultures, giving the stories behind their own creative
interpretation that you see in the art piece.

The folktales represented in this project tell a larger story of historic and present
day global migration and the weaving together of different tales. Like the Mami
Wata of Nigeria which is also celebrated throughout the African Caribbean
diaspora or the story of the old Traveller wagon which is a symbol of the rich
nomadic culture of the Travelling community here in Ireland. This project
celebrates the weaving together of folktales, art as well as human stories.
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Background

This project spanned nine months starting in September 2023, with monthly meet
ups in different locations throughout the county of Roscommon including
Ballaghaderreen, Castlerea, Athleague and Monksland, as well as smaller local
weekly meet ups.

Fifty-six women from twenty nationalities/ethnicities living in county Roscommon
took part in this project at different stages throughout these nine months, they
were Ireland, Irish traveller, Syria, Algeria, Nigeria, Palestine, South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Kenya, Pakistan, Morocco, England, Brazil, The
Congo, Germany, Scotland, Ukraine and Slovakian Roma. The project included
women of migrant background, women currently in the asylum system, Irish
traveller women and Irish settled women. The project was formally unveiled at The

Abbey Hotel on Friday, the 17* of May 2024.
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This booklet has been translated into four languages; English, Arabic, Farsi and
Tegrinya.

A Special Thanks To

Margaret Browning, Mary Francis Loftus and Thais Muniz for all their help with
the creative aspects of this project.

Shereen El Sabbagh and Darragh O Brien, of the Galway Roscommon ETB for
their help with translations and organisational supportt, as well as the reception
staff at EROC in Ballaghaderreen, who kindly accommodated us.

Abeer Fahad Alhamoud for the Arabic translations of this catalogue, Sara Vaezi,
Habiba Frough, Sharifa Rostaye, Marzia and Masuma Mohadi for the Persian
translations and Adiam Tesfazgi and Winta Tesfazgi for the Tigrinya (Eritrea).
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Flowers and Plants from around the World
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The Protea - the flower of South Africa White Jasmine - the flower of Syria
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The Shamrock - the flower of Ireland The Tulip - the flower of Afghanistan
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The Otchid - the flower of Kenya The Rose - the flower of England  [il=] 8,) - 83)9))
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The Gerbera Daisy -The flower of Eritrea The Iris Tectorum - the flower of Algeria
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Jasmine - the flower of Pakistan

Cyiall 8,0 53]

The Rose - the flower of Morocco
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The Faqqua Iris - the flower of Palestine
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The Flame Lily - the flower of Zimbabwe
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The Yellow Trumpet - The flower of Nigeria
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The Tecoma Chrysostricha - the flower of Brazil




Folktales From
Around the World

Shared in County Roscommon
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‘Women’s stories are as powerful, inspiring, and terrifying as the goddess
herself. And in fact, these are the stories of the goddess. As women, we
know her because we are her.’
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13192.pg

Syria -
https://t4.ftedn.net/jpg/02/12/24/41/360 F 212244164 KTOnWTFEdR]UtcGsW2gAno3Z
sdOi0vIB.jpg

South Africa -
https://i.pinime.com/736x/b1/9a/de/b19ade03820144a18c42d79dd1b2£f42.]

England - https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2017/01/16/21/45/rose-1985376 1280.jpg

Ireland -

Irish clover.svg.png

Afghanistan -
https://sl.1zoom.me/big0/883 /Tulips Closeup White backeround Red 539361 1280x853.]

g

Eritrea - https://petaljet.com/cdn/shop/products/gerbera-gerber-daisy-jumbo-dune-orange-
black-eve-flower-1 2000x.jpg?v=1585600715

Algeria - https://i.pinimg.com/736x/6d/84/8a/6d848a2bad14b195d71ccb7e22025a0f.jpg

Pakistan -
https://t4.ftcdn.net/] 02/12/24/41/360 F 212244164 KTOnWTFEdR]JUtcGsW2qAno3Z

sdOi0vIB.jpg

South Africa - https://img.freepik.com/premium-photo/flame-lily-fire-lilv-gloriosa-superba-
flower-isolated-white-background-with-clipping-path 256160-351.jpg

Morocco - https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2017/01/16/21/45/r0se-1985376 1280.jpg

Nigeria - https://img.freepik.com/premium-photo/yellow-trumpet-flower-tecoma-stans-yellow-
flowers-isolated-white-background-with-clipping-path 256160-463.jpg

Palestine - https://mobileimages.lowes.com/productimages/f991c68b-2d39-4995-b5£0-
3de1dal97ac5/11090580.jpg

Brazil -
https://t4.ftcdn.net/] 04/91/00/51/360 F 491005169 LOKYsSDIkZ8]SvUihfFGImgwmg5

Nk3wr.jpg
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https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2017/01/16/21/45/rose-1985376_1280.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f6/Irish_clover.svg/1200px-Irish_clover.svg.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f6/Irish_clover.svg/1200px-Irish_clover.svg.png
https://s1.1zoom.me/big0/883/Tulips_Closeup_White_background_Red_539361_1280x853.jpg
https://s1.1zoom.me/big0/883/Tulips_Closeup_White_background_Red_539361_1280x853.jpg
https://petaljet.com/cdn/shop/products/gerbera-gerber-daisy-jumbo-dune-orange-black-eye-flower-1_2000x.jpg?v=1585600715
https://petaljet.com/cdn/shop/products/gerbera-gerber-daisy-jumbo-dune-orange-black-eye-flower-1_2000x.jpg?v=1585600715
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https://img.freepik.com/premium-photo/flame-lily-fire-lily-gloriosa-superba-flower-isolated-white-background-with-clipping-path_256160-351.jpg
https://img.freepik.com/premium-photo/flame-lily-fire-lily-gloriosa-superba-flower-isolated-white-background-with-clipping-path_256160-351.jpg
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https://img.freepik.com/premium-photo/yellow-trumpet-flower-tecoma-stans-yellow-flowers-isolated-white-background-with-clipping-path_256160-463.jpg
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Folk stories

Brigid - https://www.herstory.ie/who-was-brigid

1. Treland - https://eu.recordonline.com/storv/lifestvle /2010/03/15/tell-me-story-salmon-
knowledge/51675655007/ , http://www.irelandsmythsandlegends.com/the-salmon-of-

knowledge
2. Trish traveller - https://www.99traveltips.com/travel-tips /irish-travellers/ ,

https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Collection/Traveller-
Culture/Artefact/Model-batrel-top-wagon/4182c014-f4ca-45b3-bfb8-87f4991de87¢

3. Syria - https://reactormag.com/a-fairy-tale-of-dubious-origin-aladdin-and-the-wonderful-lam

4. Algeria - https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/56002

5. Nigeria — https://www.aawiccan.org/mami-wata
https://africa.si.edu/exhibits/mamiwata/sisters.html, https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-

collections/stoties/scottish-history-and-archaeology/scotland-and-the-caribbean/dive-in/mami-

wata/

6. Palestine - https://truthout.org/articles/the-story-of-palestines-colonization-and-resistance-is-

embodied-in-the-trees/ , https://www.middleeasteve.net/discover/tree-trust-meet-man-

guarding-palestines-oldest-olive-tree , https://thisweekinpalestine.com/the-ancient-olive-tree
https://ibrahimaloua.medium.com/the-oldest-olive-trees-f75209¢53615

7. South Africa - https://astonishinglegends.com/astonishing-legends /2019/2/16/the-tokoloshe

https://www.mindtosucceed.com/fear-of-rejection-phobia.html

8. Zimbabwe - https://zimfieldouide.com/mashonaland-west/nyaminvami-zambezi-river-god
https:/ /victoriafallshq.com/nvami-nyami

9. Afghanistan - http:

10. Eritrea - https://www.britannica.com/place/Eritrea/Religion

11. Kenya - https://www.theafricangourmet.com/2015/07 /weeping-for-thousands-of-years-

crving.html https: aukwa.ot.ke/of-cultural-ties-to-the-crving-stone

12. Pakistan — https:/ /www.ideasbeat.com/anarkali.html , https://priyachaudhary.com/blog/how-

anarkali-suit-became-famous

13. Morocco — https:/ /www.hypermoroccotours.com/2023/01 /atlas-lions.html,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary lion

14. England - https://philipstrange.wordpress.com/tag/white-hare/, https://dorset-nl.org.uk/the-
white-hare/ https://dorset-nl.org.uk/the-white-hare

15. Brazil
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