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Stories of

By Claire McGovern

The stories and fairy
tales that have inter-
woven the lives of many
women in Roscommon
were celebrated in a
unique art installation
unveiled by Roscommon
Women’s Network last
week.

Involving over 50
women from different
nationalities living in the
county, the unique piece,
measuring 2.5 square
metres took over nine
months to make.

Roscommon Women’s
Network Intercultural
Art project brings to-
gether women from di-
verse backgrounds living
in County Roscommon
and surrounding areas.

The women, who rep-

resented 17 different
nationalities including
Traveller women and
settled Irish women, met
up monthly to plan, work
on their art piece to-
gether while chatting and
getting to know each
other.

Manager of RWN Nora
Fahy explained that the
original idea to create the
art piece was first mooted
back in 2002 and arose
from a similar project
which took place in pre-
vious years, the intercul-
tural quilt.

Women from all over
Roscommon had been
anxious to come back to-
gether after lockdown
due to Covid and around
this time the RWN began
its CycleUp programme.
This is an environmental
and training social enter-

This unique art installation was unveiled at a special launch

last Friday.

EV Charger
Installation

EV CHARGERS
Domestic Price Examples

ZAPPI EV CHARGER

Price here applies to the Zappi charger and
is subject to standard installation. The SEAI
Grant offsets the install cost of the charger.
Without-Grant €1;395

WITH GRANT €1,095

OHME EV CHARGER

Price here applies to the Ohme charger and
is subject to standard installation. The SEAI
Grant offsets the install cost of the charger.
Without Grant €1,295

WITH GRANT €995
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Pictured at the unveiling of the Women’s Intercultural Textile Art project in the Abbey Hotel,

Roscommon last Friday were (I-r) Arezo Hazan Zadeh, Jessamine 0’Connor, Cathriona
McCarthy, Shelia Coyle, Clir John Keogh, Cathaoirleach of Roscommon County Council, Nora
Fahy, ClIr Orla Leyden, Aine Treanor and Rita Kearney.

prise which addresses the
issue of textile waste
through a community de-
velopment approach to
environmental protec-
tion, supporting the har-
dest to reach women and
families to engage.
Textile tutors, with de-
velopment worker Aine
Treanor leading the pro-
gramme, trained the

women in the use of
waste textiles to ensure
that the end result was an
environmentally
friendly, fully sustain-
able art installation.
Each woman involved,
there were an estimated
25-30 working on it con-
sistently, drew inspira-
tion from their own
stories, the tales they

grew up with and from
stories from all around
the world.

Last Friday saw the of-
ficial unveiling of the col-
ourful and decorative
piece. The event was at-
tended by Roscommon
County Cathaoirleach
Cllr John Keogh and a
large audience with
many women attending

OFE

Solar&EV

Commercial

With rising energy costs and the
planned increases in carbon tax

there has never been a better time
for your business to make the smart

investment in renewable energy.

SEAI grants available up to €162,600

and 100% Accelerated Capital
Allowance in year of purchase to
offset installation.

OFE Solar & EV is

based in Ballaghaderreen,
Co. Roscommon. We are a
leading provider of energy
solutions for Residential,
Commercial and Agricultural
premises Nationwide. We
help you to save money on
your energy bills and reduce
your carbon footprint.

Agricultural

TAMS grant is available for
farmers to cover up to 60% of
the cost of the installation and
combined with the Accelerated
Capital Allowance (ACA)
farmers can see a return on their
investment in as little as 3 years.

Grants also available for
Sports Clubs, Community
Organisations and Schools.

FREE SOLAR FOR SCHOOLS
Government funded solar for
school’s scheme will cover

the complete cost of solar PV
installation. Typical 6kW system
could save up to €1,600 on
energy bills annually.

Get in touch to see how we can
help you to reduce your energy
bills and carbon footprint.

in their native clothing
and traditional costumes.
Cllr Keogh stated: “No
value can be put on the
importance of a project
such as this, giving
women the confidence to
express themselves cre-
atively. It is a powerful
tool that I'm sure can in-
spire and encourage
other women to do so. We
as a local society can
learn so much from an
initiative like this. The
values of people working
together, of tolerance, re-
spect and understanding.
This truly is a project
that encapsulates all of
these qualities.”
Another highlight of
the event saw Jessamine
O’ Connor, RWN Board
member and award win-
ning poet recite her poem
‘Welcome” which was
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also recited in Persian,
Arabic, Urdu by some of
the women in the inter-
cultural group.

Many speakers also re-
called their own stories
and how they impact on
their lives today.

Others spoke about
what the project and the
network means to them
and the importance of
having something so
valuable in Roscommon.

The piece, which is ac-
companied by a booklet
featuring the folks stories
from the different cul-
tures and countries,
while explaining the sig-
nificance of the symbols
on the piece, will now go
on display at library
branches through the
county and, it is hoped, at
Roscommon Arts Centre
at a future date.

Women from 17 nationalities were involved in creating the

the Women's Intercultural Textile Art project.

Solar Panel

7 /. [/ 4

Y / / 4
y / / 4

Installation

SOLAR PANELS
Domestic Price Examples

4kW SOLAR PANELS

Price applies to the standard south-facing
installation of a 4kW PV Hybrid system. The
SEAI Grant offsets the install cost of the panels.

Without-Grant €7500
WITH GRANT €5,400

8kW SOLAR PANELS

Price applies to the standard south-facing
installation of an 8kW PV Hybrid system. The
SEAI Grant offsets the install cost of the panels.

Without-Grant €11,000
WITH GRANT €8,900
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