he Roseommon
lemen’s Network board,
aff and volunteers cel-
jrated the opening of
e newly refurbished
harity Shop Social En-
rprise recently.

Tara Farrell, Chairper-
»n of Roscommon
Tomen’s Network
pened the celebrations
y welcoming the large
rowd that turned out to
\ark this occasion. Tara
specially welcomed Ca-
haoirleach Clir Orla
eyden, Deputy Eugene
furphy, Cllr Ivan Con-
raughton, Cllr Kathleen
{hanagher and also Pat
furtagh, Senior Execu-
ive Officer Roscommon
sounty Council.

Tara stated that the re-
urbishment was funded
iy the Roscommon Courn-
y Council Community
facilities grant 2017 and
he refurbishment work
mcluding all carpentry

and painting was carried

sut by the very talented
EWorker Michael Con-
v Wi 2 assistance
Hteers were

dso using the occasion
hxs_ Zrorning to launch
he “Creative Corner”
ind te unveil their
%smas Window Dis-

L corner
was deyeloped in the
shop with the support
and inspiration of loca:
artist, Michelle Fallon.
Michelle spoke at the
event and explained that
she ran creative upcyc-
ling workshops with the
RWN volunteers and trai-
Tnees in early 2017 under
the Roscommen County
Council environment
initiative “Find it, Fix it,
Flog it”. Michelle said “ I
am delighted to see the
Creative Corner being
added to centinuously
and the volunteers tell
me that the customers

Helen Hunt, Babara Ryal

n Hary Kelly, Fidelma Shaughnessy,

Stephen Ryan, Teresa Swee-

ney, Marie 0 Brien, Alice Cahill, Karen Joyce, Imelda Flanagan, Jan Haywood at the re-open-
ing of the Roscommeon Women's Network Shop in Castlerea. P

are loving it” . y
Tara explained that
“The RWN Charity shop
was first opened as a Pop
5RSheR AR NS L
overhead cost of the BWH
&espurce centrz which
a8’

I W nien WeTE> wsTowy i

Yvonne Platt, Alice Ca

hill, Jackie Dempsey,
Lorraine Campbell, Maia
Mathien, and Elisa Fran-
zoni. The pop up shop
proved such a success
that the RWN Voluntary
Board agreed to makeita
more permanent fix-
ture,” she explained.
Tara then pointed out
“where you are standing
now, was back then an
unused building with ce-
ment floor and a little
worse for wear with no
electricity or heating.
The volunteers painted it

Tara Farrell, Pat Murtagh, Nora Fahy and Michael Connelly at there

and sourced rails and
mannequins from
wherever they could get
them, they put calls out
gr donations of clothes
from  strength
strength.” g to
Now 3 years on, volun-
teers centi

CEEE T ot oIy T
have moved on still call
back to visit now and
again”. :
Tara then called upon a
few of the current RWN
volunteers to say a few
words. First up was Imel-
da Flanagan. Imelda wel-
comed everybody and
thanked aH for coming
out to make the day
special for her and all the
other volunteers and
staff. Imelda added
“when I started volun-
‘teering at RWN in 20151
had no transport to get
into work, but I liked it so

ic. Liam Reynolds

much, 1 booked taxies to
get in and out from Cast-
lerea to Williamstown
two mornings a week,
until &ng v;‘{)gkeﬂ with
o m Roscommon
Local Links to set up the
Local Community Bus.
The bus is very goo

started out in 2014 , how
she really enjoyed the
company and the fun and
the banter with all the
different people.of all dif-
ferent age groups and -
backgrounds working in
the shop. “It is a continu-
al learning experience”
explained Barbara “ As I
live in a very rural area I
appreciate the opportun-
ity to get in here to meet
the others, share my

-opening of the charity shop in Castlerea.
Pic. Liam Reynolds

-
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Ballinagare ladies who made a donation to Hofa Fahy to hals out with the charity skop

re-launch in Castlerea pictured with Clir Orla Leyden.

skills, learn from others
and be involved in doing
something so worthwhile

and beneficial to every-

one involved, the RWN,
the entire commu-

28¢ e crowd as
she has been volunteer-
ing in the shop from the
early days. Mary said
that coming to the shop to
volunteer was a “lifeline
for me and I really enjoy
working with the other
volunteers for the sense
of achievement and the
fun and laughter, I think
it is like Bewley’s in Dub-
Bn,” she said.”

Next up te contribute
was David Ryan, a young
man from Balinagare.
David words were * I

came into RWN thro
Roscommor) Emuh&

Cathaoirleach of Roscommon County (o.uncil Orla Leyden

ity for two weeks work
experience and | dm sHll
here, that was two vears
ago!™ As Tara Farrell
later remarked “Dayld's

ards were short buf said

community service so
valuable.

Tara then called on
Cathlaoireach Clr Orla
Leyden to officially open
the refurbished RWN
szanty Shop. “ I am hon-
oréd to be asked today to
open the shop in my ca-
pacity as Cathlaoireach
of Roscommon County
Council. Having served
on the Roscommon
Women’s Network volun-
tary Board of marage-
ment for 10 years i is like
coming Home, wall done
10 Kora Faby and Maria
Harris for their tireless
commitment and dedi-

catlon and Tara Farrel

with Karen Joyce at the relaunch of the new window display

atthe RWN charity shop. ~

Pic. Liam Reynolds

—

this grassroots -

Pic. Liam Reynolds

and the %vmg:essi\se
Board of RWN for thelr
onpoing work and all the
volunteers in the shop
and with the local vom-
munity preject in general
and TUS staff working in
shop,” she said.
~ Orla was

pre: meet-
ing of Roscommon Coun-
ty Council in the early
spring - The Roscommon
Manifesto Group is em
powering the partic
pation of women in local
decision making and
politics and promoting
equality. This is such im-
poriant work and I will
do everything I can to
support RWN Manifesto
Group”.

Tara then thanked the
Ballinagare Ladies Club
for donating the proceeds
of their recent fundrais-
ingraffle to the RWN. The
Chairperson of the
Ladies Club, Teresa
Ryan, presented the
cheque to Nora Fahy,
RWN Project Co-ordi-
nator. ]

Just before Orla along
with lead volunteer
Karen Joyce uriveiled the
special Christmas
window display Tara
called on Pat Murtagh,
Roscommon County
Council to say a few
words. Pat congratulated
the RWN and especially
all the volunteers on an
outstanding achievement
and a beautiful shop
premises.

He went on to say that
the County Coungil was
proud fo support such
Initiatives in the commu-
nity and he hoped that
there would be other op-
portunities ta provide
further support in the fu-




